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Foreword

The National Curriculum Framework (NCF), 2005, recommends that
children’s life at school must be linked to their life outside the school.
This principle marks a departure from the legacy of pedagogic
practices which overlook the children’s own efforts to learn by
observing their natural and social environment and by finding
meaning in their everyday experience. The consequences of this
legacy have been especially grim for rural children. Their everyday life
experiences are either ignored or represented in a patronising
manner in conventional textbooks. The new syllabi and textbooks
brought out by the National Council of Educational Research and
Training (NCERT) in the wake of NCF-2005 attempt to provide a
somewhat equitable share of representation to rural and urban
content, themes and images. In the context of English at the primary
level, rural children deserve an altogether distinctive series of
textbooks. marks an unprecedented attempt of this kind.
The textbooks in this series not only privilege the rural child’s world
and life, they also utilise the insights of modern theories in linguistics
to make the experience of learning English an experience of joy and
confidence-building for boys and girls studying in village schools.

The success of this effort now depends on the steps that school
authorities and teachers will take to motivate children to reflect on
their own learning and to pursue imaginative activities and
questions. We must recognise that children are born with the
capacity and skills to learn languages. These inborn capacities grow
spontaneously in a positive environment in which children are
encouraged to speak and write without the fear of being caught for
making common mistakes. Teachers can create such an environment
in the classroom by giving children frequent opportunities to
participate. Easy access to attractive reading material is another
positive factor. The NCF-2005 emphasises the importance of
pursuing a multilingual approach in the teaching of any particular
language. What ultimately matters in language learning is the child’s
confidence to articulate and interpret. exemplifies the kind
of relationship that a teacher should form with children in order to get
the best out of them in terms of motivation and participation.

These objectives imply considerable change in school routines
and mode of functioning. Flexibility in the daily time-table is as
necessary as rigour in implementing the annual calendar so that the
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required number of teaching days are actually devoted to teaching.
The methods used for teaching and evaluation will also determine
how effective the textbook proves for making children's life at school a
happy experience, rather than a source of stress or boredom. NCERT
has prepared a series of sourcebooks on assessment in the primary
classes. This series marks a major shift away from conventional tests
and English is one of the subjects covered in this assessment series,
and we hope that schools will use the English source book in
conjunction with . All the textbooks in this series attempt
to provide opportunities for fantasy and wondering, interaction in
small groups, and activities requiring hands-on experience.

NCERT appreciates the hard work done by the Textbook
Development Committee responsible for this book. We wish to thank
the Chief Advisor for this book, Professor Malathy Krishnan of The
English and Foreign Languages University (EFL-U), Hyderabad, for
guiding the work of this committee. Several teachers contributed to
the development of this textbook; we are grateful to their principals
for making this possible. We are indebted to the institutions and
organisations which have generously permitted us to draw upon their
resources, material and personnel. The Council acknowledges with
appreciation the dedicated and creative work put in by Dr. Varada
Mohan Nikalje, Department of Languages, NCERT, in coordinating
the preparation of this textbook, and also the support and
encouragement provided by Professor R. J. Sharma, Head of the
Department of Languages. We are especially grateful to the members
of the National Monitoring Committee, appointed by the Ministry of
Human Resource Development under the Chairpersonship of
Professor Mrinal Miri and Professor G. P. Deshpande, for their
valuable time and contribution, and to Professor M. L. Tickoo, of
EFL-U (formerly known as the Central Institute of English and
Foreign Languages), Hyderabad, and Professor S. C. Dubey,
Department of English, University of Allahabad, Allahabad, for going
through this book and offering valuable suggestions.

As an organisation committed to systemic reform and continuous
improvement in the quality of its products, NCERT welcomes
comments and suggestions which will enable us to undertake further
revision and refinement.

National Council of Educational
Research and Training

Raindrops

Director
New Delhi
1 March 2010
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About the Book

The National Curriculum Framework (NCF), 2005, suggests that
plurality of textbooks is a necessary requirement for curricular
freedom. A single textbook does not meet the expectations and
aspirations of teachers and learners uniformly. The same idea has
been reinforced in the

which suggests that the earlier practice of choosing from a
range of available texts can be revived. It would be reasonable to
expect that with a multiplicity of English textbooks, the diversity of
English language environments in the country would be addressed
better.

A series of textbooks in English, for the primary stage
(Classes I to V) has been developed, keeping in mind first-generation
school-goers as well as children whose only exposure to English is in
school (and even within the school, usually, with limited time
duration and constraints in quality).

The criterion that we must meet is people’s aspirations for their
children: the spontaneous and appropriate use of English for at least
everyday purposes; in other words, to speak English, as against
merely passing examinations in it, or knowing its grammar. The aim,
therefore, is learners’ exposure to the language (in this case, English)
in meaning-making situations so as to trigger the formation of a
language system by the mind.

The concept of phonological awareness introduced in
is continued in this book. The focus in and is
predominantly aural–oral. Listening as a skill is usually neglected in
schools. Children are generally not encouraged to speak in the
classroom, unless it is to answer questions put by the teacher.

has activities that consciously focus on these skills: in
one particular activity, children listen to the teacher and tick the
word that they hear her say, in another, focus on pronunciation of
vowel sounds is done by using ‘minimal pairs’, on page 12. In yet
another activity, the teacher is asked to make children clap according
to the number of sounds they hear. This helps make children aware
that syllables make up words.

The book contains activities that focus on rhyming, alliteration,
consonant clusters, and so on.

Themes such as environment, peace and gender sensitivity figure
prominently in as in the others in the series. The poem
‘The Mango Tree’ is related to environment, along with a strong
element of awareness of the number of creatures that the tree gives
shelter to.

Focus Group Position Paper on the Teaching of
English

Raindrops,
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Illustrations are of primary importance and more so in a second-
language textbook. Illustrations are not mere add-ons to the lesson,
but form an integral part of the textbook. For instance, a dimension of
inclusiveness is added to the illustration on page 13. The text of the
lesson is a simple description of a scene. The illustration shows a
group of children playing carom, with one child in a wheelchair
participating in the game. The child is portrayed as being at par with
the others, and the idea is brought out indirectly that what matters is
her skill at the game; moreover, the others have accepted her as one of
themselves.

Multilingualism as a concept prevails throughout this book, and
in the series as well. This is especially true of and ,
wherein the teachers have been advised to encourage children to
speak, by making them participate in classroom discussion and
group work; and to also encourage them to use English words, but
not reprimand them for using non-English ones.

Above all, it is hoped that children would begin to not only use
words, but play with them. The present book is one step in this
direction.

Raindrops 1 2
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9

3
I Mohit. I am seven
years old. I am in Class II.
I with my parents.
I a sister too. Her
name Suguna. She is
six years old. She is in
Class I. We to school
together.

am

live
have

is

go

My father is a farmer.
He on the farm.
He rice and
vegetables. He works
very hard.

works
grows

MY FAMILY

My mother is a teacher.
She small
children.

teaches

2022-23



9

3 MY FAMILY

1. How old is Mohit?

2. Who is Suguna?

3. How old is Suguna?

4. In which classes do the children
study?

5. What does Mohit’s father do?

6. What does Mohit’s father grow?

7. What is Mohit’s mother?

Our house is neat and
clean. My father my
mother. They good
food for us.
After we our homework,
Suguna and I outside
the house. Our parents

us play.

helps
cook

do
play

watch

Answer
These

Questions
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1. Form words with the sets of letters given in the boxes
below. The pictures will help you. The words are from
the lesson.

To the Teacher
• Help the children to form the words.

C

R

E

I

H E

O S U

R

F

A

M

O F

O D

FoodFood

10 11

Let’s Try This

•
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2. Fill in the blanks with the words given in the box.

(i) Mohit's father is a  ___________________.
(ii) Suguna is Mohit’s  _____________.
(iii) The house is neat and _______________.
(iv) Mohit’s mother is a
(v) After doing their__________, Mohit and Suguna go

to play.

_______________.

To the Teacher
• Help the children to form the words.

C

R

E

I

H E

O S U

R

F

A

M

O F

O D

sister clean teacher homework farmer

3. When you hear the word ‘food’, what are the things that
come to your mind? Write them down in the circles.
One has been done for you.

Rice

FoodFood

10 11

To the Teacher
the children fill in the blanks.• Help
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4. Choose the correct word to complete the sentence.

(i) I …………………… (am/are) Pintu.

(ii) I …………………… (have/has) a brother.

(iii) We …………… (is/are) sisters.

(iv) Sonam………… (live/lives) in Assam.

(v) Riya…………… (go/goes) to school.

(vi) We ………… (play/plays) in the evening.

12

5. Listen and repeat

ship sheep

slip sleep

fit feet

sit seat

bit beat

2022-23
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RAIN IN SUMMER6

How beautiful is the rain!

After the dust and heat,

In the broad and fiery street,

In the narrow lane,

How beautiful is the rain!

How it clatters along the roofs

Like the tramp of hoofs!

How it gushes and struggles out

From the throat of the overflowing spout!

Across the window pane

It pours and pours;

And swift and wide,

With a muddy tide,

Like a river down the gutter roars

The rain, the welcome rain!

— H.W. Longfellow

23

Poem
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RAIN IN SUMMER6
1. Do you like the rain? What do you

do when it rains?

2. In which month(s) of the year does

it rain in your area?

3. Why is the rain welcome?

4. Do you know a small song or a

poem about rain in your mother

tongue? Recite it in the class.

1. Circle the word that names the picture.

lane   line

fun   fan

well   wall

duck    dock

boy    toy

beak    book

23

Let’s Try This

Answer
These

Questions

Poem
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I am Jagmal. I live in a village called Chenur. In my village,
there are many huts and some houses too. There are
mango, and peepal trees in the village. Outside the
village are the farms and fields. Farmers work with ploughs
and tractors.

The village has a school. There are four teachers in my
school. They do not live in our village but come from the town
nearby.

pucca
neem

MY VILLAGE7

25
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MY VILLAGE7

To the Teacher
Help the children talk about their village in their mother tongue.
Help them read the text para by para with their partners.
You can do it over several periods. But help them to read
on their own.
Help them read the signboards.

•
•
•

•

There is a well in the village. There is also a pond. Cows,
bulls, buffaloes, horses, donkeys, dogs and goats drink water
from the pond. They sometimes have a bath in it. You can also
see many cats in the lanes. They like to drink milk and chase
mice.

Some people have TV sets and mobile phones too. I like
watching TV in the village hall.

25
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1. (a) What is the name of your village?
(b) Where is your village?
(c) How many teachers are there in your school?
(d) Does your village have a post office?

health centre?
police station?
bus stop?

(e) Do you listen to the radio?
(f) Do you watch TV?

●

●

●

●

2. Read the text once again and complete the table given

below by putting a tick ( ) mark in the appropriate
column. One has been done for you.

Ö

1. Read the words in English on the signboards of the
buildings in the village.

26

Statements

Jagmal lives in a big village.

There are some ‘pucca’ houses in the village.

There is no cat or rat in the village.

People get drinking water from a well.

Jagmal likes to watch TV.

True False

Answer
These

Questions

Let’s Try This
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●

●

●

●

To the Teacher
Make the children form new words.•

2. The words in Box A go with the words in Box B. Write two
words together—one from A and the other from B. One
has been done for you.

POST HEALTH
POLICE BUS
WASHER STREET

CENTRE STOP
STATION MAN
OFFICE LIGHT

A B

Police Station
______ _______
______ _______
______ _______
______ _______
______ _______

3. Make a list of the large and small animals Jagmal has in
his village. Work with your partner. You write the name of
one large animal in the left box. Your friend will write the
name of a small animal in the right box.

27

Large animals Small animals

cow dog
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4. Write the names of as many animals as you know. If you
don’t know the name of an animal in English, ask your
teacher. One has been done for you.

Elephant _________________

_________________ _________________

_________________ _________________

_________________ _________________

_________________ _________________

5. We add ‘s’ to the name of a thing to show more than one.
Read the text and make a list of things, which have ‘s’ at
the end. One is done for you.

S. No. Words

1. Huts

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

Did you notice a word that takes ‘es’ to mean more
than one?

28
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6. Complete the sentences given below after reading the text.
(i) There is a school in the village.
(ii) There is a____________in the village.
(iii) There is a____________in the ____________.
(iv) There is a ____________and a____________ in the

village.

7. Complete the sentences given below after reading the text.
(i) There are____________in the village.
(ii) There are____________in the village.
(iii) There are____________and ____________in the village.
(iv) There are ____________ in the ____________.

8. Listen and repeat.

9. When you hear the word ‘village’ what are the things that
come to your mind? Write them in the circles. One has
been done for you.

VILLAGE

Trees

donkey
bullock
village
office

people
temple
water

station
channel
centre

29
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10. Complete the following dialogue.

Hello! I’m Anandi.

And your name?

Hello! I’m Jagmal.

I live in Ron. Where do
you live, Jagmal?

I live in Chenur. Is there a
school in
your village?

Yes, I study in
that school.

I am in Class II.

30

?
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I play cricket.

What animals do you see in
your village?

Yes, let’s meet again.

It was nice talking to you.

31
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The sky is blue
The grass is green

The rose is red
Isn’t that true?

Lemon is yellow
Orange is orange
Wood is brown

Don’t you know?

Milk is white
Tar is black
Mix them up

And what have you?

Blue, green, red, brown,
Yellow, orange, black, white,

How many colours do you know?

One, two, three, four,
Five, six, seven, eight,
If to this, you add grey,

Nine colours, now you know.

COLOURS14
Poem
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1. Write the names of three colours other than those given in
the lesson.
(i) ________________
(ii) ________________
(iii) ________________

2. Find six colours in the grid given below. One has been
done for you.

U L O R B K R B P
G Q W H I T E L W
R X B C E F D U B
E W B R O W N E D
Y M L G G R E E N

leaves sunflowers apples oranges sky

S.No. Objects Colour

(i) leaves

(ii) _______

(iii) _______

(iv) _______

(v) _______

Let’s Try This

58

3. Match the colours with objects. One has been done for you.
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4. Answer the questions given below. One has been
done for you.

(i) What is this?
Ans. This is a bird.

(ii) What is this?
Ans. _______________

(iii) What is this?
Ans. _______________

(iv) What is this?
Ans. _______________

(v) What is this?
Ans. _______________

5. Complete the sentences.

(i) What is blue?

Ans. _______________________  blue.

(ii) What is green?

Ans. ________________________  green.

(iii) What is white?

Ans. _________________________  white.

(iv) What is black?

Ans. ________________________  black.

59
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6. Look at the pictures and solve the following riddles.

(i) I am an animal. I have four legs. I eat grass. I give
milk. My name begins with ‘C’.
Ans.__________________

(ii) I live in water. I can swim. My name begins with ‘F’.
Ans.__________________

(iii) I am an animal. I have four legs. I eat grass. I run very
fast. My name begins with ‘H’.
Ans.__________________

(iv) I am an animal. I am small. I squeak. My name begins
with ‘R’.
Ans.__________________

7. Fill in the blanks with ‘is’ or ‘are’.

(i) My bicycle _____ red.

(ii) These flowers ____ yellow.

(iii) This ball ____ blue.

(iv) His shirt ____ white.

(v) Those apples ____ green.

(vi) The rainbow ____ colourful.

60
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Sikkim is a state in the north-eastern part of India. The capital

of Sikkim is Gangtok. It is a nice city. People in Sikkim speak

Nepali, Lepcha, Bhutia, Limbu and English.
Sikkim has hilly areas and rocky slopes. People use terrace

farming. They get water from the mountain streams. People

grow tea, cardamom, ginger, apples and oranges.
The forest regions of

Sikkim have a wide variety of

plants, birds and animals.

Pine and oak trees, and

bamboo and banana grow in

plenty. We find different

kinds of orchids. Along with

the red panda, which is the

state animal, snow leopards and musk deer are also found.
Kangchenjunga, the

world’s third highest

peak, is located in

Sikkim.
The weather is cold

in Sikkim.

SIKKIM15

2022-23



1. Write ‘T’ for true and ‘F’ for false statements in brackets.
One has been done for you.
(i) The weather of Sikkim is cold. ( T )
(ii) Gangtok is the capital of Sikkim. (    )
(iii) Gangtok is a dirty city. (    )
(iv) The elephant is the state animal of Sikkim (    )
(v) Almost every person in Sikkim can understand

more than one language. (    )

2. Locate Sikkim on the map of India.

3. Fill in the blanks with correct forms of the words given
in the brackets. One has been done for you.

Ibetombi  lives (live) in Manipur. Her house is near the
Loktak lake. She __________ (like) to __________ (read)
stories. She ________ (do)  not like cold weather. She
_________ (want) to go to Chennai in winter.
Peter is Ibetombi’s friend. Last year he ___________
(visit) Gangtok in December. He _________ (do) not
_________ (like) the cold weather. Now he __________
(want) to ___________ (see) Goa.

4. When you hear the word ‘weather’ what are the things
that come to your mind? Write them down in the
circles. One has been done for you.

WEATHER

summer

62

Let’s Try This
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6. Fill in the blanks. Choose the opposites from the list
given below. One has been done for you.

hot dirty ugly
low easy bad

(i) This roof is not high, it is low.
(ii) This question is not ____________, it is difficult.
(iii) That place is not clean, it is _________.
(iv) My shirt is not __________, it is beautiful.
(v) My school is not __________, it is good.
(vi) Sikkim is cold, it is not __________.

7. Write a paragraph about the place you live in. You may
use the following hints.

language(s) spoken
nearest city or town
special things
crops
birds and animals
any other details

�

�

�

�

�

�
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5. Listen and repeat.
tail tell
bail bell
fail fell
sail sell
wail well
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Let’s Practise

Milk Rain Come Bird

Dance Potter Watch Light

Wheel Sleep Tiger Today

People Farmer Monkey Temple
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Milk Rain Come Bird

Dance Potter Watch Light

Let’s Practise

Wheel Sleep Tiger Today

People Farmer Monkey Temple
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Let’s Practise

Village Cricket Balloon Weather

Elephant Mountain Cardamom
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